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tember that  an  inquiry  from  him  elicited  from
|'/j                         Harley a reply entirely couched in generalities, and
4j                          giving  no  details  of the  important  steps which
I M                         were being taken in the direction of peace.    Marl-|jj                         borough reiterated his wish for a speedy end of | j I                         the war; some months later he expressed the same |? I                         desire  to  the  Lord  Treasurer   in   still  stronger
1$                         terms.
I1 f*\
l||                              In October, Marlborough stated  that he was
'Iff                         satisfied with everything   Harley had done;  but
If?                         on his return to England later in the month his
I if]                             attitude changed.    On the Continent he could act
|^;                             on his  own  opinion;  at home he was  strongly
I|V                             influenced  by his  wife,   by  Godolphin,   and  the
Whigs, and he was persuaded by them to become actively hostile to Harley. He could not object to peace, but he could oppose the proposed terms, which was for practical purposes the same thing ; and so he remonstrated personally with the Queen against the preliminaries. This step alone was sufficient to place the Ministry in direct conflict with him. Marlborough never braced himself to these remonstrances with the Queen willingly, but the self-confidence of the Whigs did not allow II                            them to see the danger of such an open attack on
| i ;!                        Harley.    On December the yth, Parliament met,
and in the speech from the Throne spoken by the Queen herself she said that " notwithstanding the acts of those who delight in war, both time